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CEQA	Overview

• History
• Process
• Recent	changes
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CEQA	Overview	- Process
• Is	project	ministerial	or	discretionary?
• Is	the	project	exempt	from	CEQA?
• Is	there	a	“significant”	impact?	(checklist)
• No	à Negative	Declaration
• Yes	à Environmental	Impact	Report
• CEQA	is	primarily	informational,	but	also	

has	“substantive	mandate”



CEQA	Overview	– EIR	Process
• Public	Review	Required
• Alternatives	Analysis
• Must	reduce	impacts	to	greatest	extent	

feasible,	or	adopt	findings	of	infeasibility	
or	“overriding	considerations”

• Legal	action	a	key	factor
• Recent	changes	– SB375,	VMT



CEQA	Overview	– Thresholds	of	
Significance

• Traffic/Transportation
• Cultural	Resources
• Noise
• Hazardous	Materials



Downtown	Development

• UCB-City	Settlement
• Downtown	Area	Plan
• Downtown	high	rise	projects
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